
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Chairman writes 
 
It is not often that one becomes the unwitting agent of good fortune for two worthy local institutions.  Nevertheless, this 
is what happened following a series of irritatingly misguided letters in the Haslemere Herald from Mr John Gibson of 
Leatherhead, targeting the Society.  For those members unfamiliar with this correspondence, it will suffice to relate that 
on a number of occasions during 2007, Mr Gibson wrote letters to the Herald attacking the stance of the Society on 
various matters. This culminated in a letter implying that the number of Society members had been grossly overstated. 
 
I would not normally wish to elevate the status of such bizarre correspondence by responding in the Letters Page of 
The Herald.  However, Mr Gibson’s insinuations about membership needed to be rebutted, particularly as he offered to 
pay for an independent audit and to make an associated payment to the Society of up to £900.  Diana Serman, our 
membership officer, maintains a meticulous, accurate and up-to-date record of all our members, so I knew her figures 
to be correct.  I was not prepared for the Society to be bullied or bought by Mr Gibson so I did not accede to his 
request for what would have been a demeaning and entirely unnecessary second audit.  However, Diana was able to 
provide a precise explanation for his misunderstanding, which we learned through The Herald, he eventually accepted. 
 
Rather than have the grace to admit that our figures were correct from the beginning and adhere to the spirit of his 
offer to make a donation of £900 to the Society, Mr Gibson found a pretext not to do so.  Instead, he staged an event 
which was covered by The Herald in which he made a donation of £900 to each of two local schools.  I am delighted 
that the schools benefited from this affair.  However, I am unhappy about Mr Gibson’s attempt to besmirch the good 
name of the Society, an action for which we still have no explanation. 
 
One spin-off from this rather public spat has been an associated increase in membership and also an increased level 
of interest in and attendance at our events.  Members who were at the Museum for our AGM will be aware that there 
was standing room only for many.  For this reason, we have decided to hold both our Spring Meeting and our 
AGM later in the year at the Haslemere Hall, and not at the Museum.  This will ensure that there will be plenty of 
room for all, but please make a note and remember not to turn up at the Museum. 
 
I am delighted to report on the successful unveiling of The Haslemere Society’s first Blue Plaque on 28

th
 December 

2007.  This great new initiative for the Society is explained in more detail by Chris Harrison later in this newsletter. 
 
Members may be aware of the sad state of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's house 'Undershaw' in Hindhead.  Purchased in 
2002 by a property developer, the house has fallen into a ruinous state compounded by theft and vandalism.  
Waverley has exercised its statutory duty to protect this grade II listed building by erecting a roof and sheeting to 
prevent the further ingress of water.  A sub-group of your committee is currently engaged in trying to formulate a 
possible rescue plan for this important piece of our local heritage.  I will keep members informed of progress. 

 
David Smith 

 
Spring Meeting Friday 18

th
 April Haslemere Hall    

Summer Party Friday 4
th

 July Haslemere Museum 
Annual Outing Tuesday 2

nd
 September Eton College, Beaconsfield / Bekonscot 

AGM Friday 28
th

 November Haslemere Hall    
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Update on The Society's Blue Plaque Scheme - Chris Harrison 
 
 

Members will recall that in our annual report we announced that we were launching a Blue Plaque scheme 
for Haslemere.  In the last six months, we have made great progress. 
 
We have adopted the pale blue colour used by most societies, but with a distinctive dark blue surround.  Our 
plaques are 48 cm in diameter, and feature the name and logo of the Society. We have also adopted a 
distinctive font, which we believe is unique to the Society's plaques.    Most importantly, we have unveiled 
our first plaque.  

Over 30 people gathered at  Shepherd’s Down in Hill Road, now the home of 
Richard and Sally Akers, on 28th  December 2007, to participate in the 
unveiling of a plaque in honour of Sir Archibald Geikie, the famous geologist, 
who lived there from 1913 until his death in 1924. 
 
Our guest of honour was Mr Richard Fortey, President of the Geological 
Society and representing the President of The Royal Society. Other guests 
included town councillors, members of the Haslemere Society and a number 
of geologists.  Sir Archibald may not be the best known of Haslemere's 
famous residents, however to geologists he is a very significant figure, and 
was pre-eminent in his field. After moving to Haslemere in 1913 he became 

Chairman of the Haslemere Educational Museum and played a significant role in securing the Museum’s 
long term future. 
 
The unveiling took place on Sir Archibald's birthday, in the bicentennial anniversary of the founding of the 
Geological Society and 100 years after he was President of the Society.  We would like to thank John 
Ewing, a member of the Haslemere Society, for proposing the idea, Bernard Coe, President  of the 
Haslemere Educational Museum, for his support for the project and for hosting an exhibition at the Museum 
to coincide with the unveiling, and of course Richard and Sally Akers. 
 
We are working with the Haslemere Educational Museum to develop our plans.  Between 12th April 
and 3rd May 2008 the museum will mount an exhibition: ‘People and Places - Haslemere's famous 
residents and their houses'.  David Smith, Haslemere Society Chairman, will be giving a talk at the 
Museum at 2.00 pm on Saturday 12th  April, and we should be delighted to see our members there.  
 
If you have any information or photographs which could feature in the exhibition, please contact        Chris 
Harrison 01428-654945 (chrisaharrison@gmail.com) or Arabella Christou at the museum 
(ado@haslemeremuseum.co.uk) . 
 
We have also started discussions with the owners of another two properties and hope to see our second  
plaque erected before long.  Blue plaque information is on the Haslemere Society website. 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

The Society's Planning Guidance Manual – John Greer 
 
 

A year ago we realised that the few of us on the Haslemere Society Planning Group could not hope to 
respond to all the individual planning applications which concern our members and the wider community.  It 
was agreed that we would compile a guide to the planning process and to explain in layman's terms the 
arguments which can be most effective in ensuring that proper consideration be given to applications. 
 
We consulted widely and spent much time drafting and re-drafting the guide.  It is now ready, and can be 
seen and downloaded free from our website. For those without internet access, the document is available by 
post for a nominal £5.00 from Chris Harrison (contact  details above).  



 

Planning and the Design of New Buildings – Robert Serman 
 
A widespread concern, not simply to members of our Society but to many others too, is the appearance of 
Haslemere and its surrounding villages. Haslemere High Street Conservation Area is generally 
acknowledged to be both charming and highly individual. 
 
While Haslemere's vitality and dynamism contribute to its atmosphere, they in turn create pressures for 
development which are difficult to resist, whatever the attitude of the Local Planning Authority.  It is a 
misconception to think that the Society is resistant to change and development;  we recognise that for a 
community to thrive, it must evolve and renew itself.  However there are aspects about development which 
cause great concern to many residents of the town. 
 
Clearly the density of new building is a contentious issue, as is the (lack of) provision for car parking.  Such 
aspects affect us all and also directly influence social behaviour.  It has become apparent that while our 
town planners are very aware of the need to provide as much housing as possible there is very little 
awareness of the need to insist on good design.  This is not simply about aesthetics but about the 
practicality of creating acceptable living spaces.  These should be both practical and pleasing, not only for 
occupants of the buildings, but for residents of the town who see the results of town planning and who care 
about their built environment. 
 

The prosaic and uninspiring proposals accepted for the site purchased by Gleesons, in Midhurst Road, were 
instrumental in our committee deciding to withdraw from the biennial Waverley Design Awards held in the 
autumn of 2007.  While we hope to be able to resume our joint sponsorship in future, our concerns over 
design remain. 
 
We feel that what is required is an independent panel or group of experts whose views could be invited on 
cases where sensitive or conservation issues are involved.  Ideally of course, good design should feature in 
all proposals coming before the council, but the provision of that expert scrutiny may prove an insuperable 
burden.  Certainly the present situation is far from ideal and we are in discussions with the new Chief 
Executive of Waverley to see if a workable solution can be found. 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
Local Listing and Conservation Areas – David Smith 
 
Government guidelines encourage Local Authorities to produce their own Local Surveys in order to highlight 
buildings that are worthy of a "Local Listing" and areas that might deserve Conservation Area status.   There 
is no absolute obligation to do this, but in the light of Government house building targets this has become 
extremely urgent.   Waverley has neither the time nor the money to undertake surveys itself, and indeed the 
Government invites local communities to propose buildings of purely local importance that they wish to see 
protected.  
 
In 2005, Waverley Borough Council invited the Haslemere Society to undertake the Haslemere Local 
Survey on its behalf, in the hope that it would be able to invite members with either expert or amateur local 
knowledge to help.   This was shortly after the Society had worked with WBC's Conservation Officers to 
achieve a small extension of the CA to include 16th, 18th and 19th century buildings associated with the 
Tudor Courts Hill Farm.  WBC has produced a set of simple briefing notes to assist anyone undertaking this 
work.  There are undoubted benefits for having Conservation Area status but there are also disadvantages, 
and we should therefore be interested to hear the views of our members on this important initiative. 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

PLEASE NOTE the Spring Meeting (April 18th) and the AGM (November 28th) will be held in 
 HASLEMERE HALL in Bridge Road. 



 

 

SPRING MEETING Friday 18th April 7.30 pm Haslemere Hall, Bridge Road 
    

Judith Patrick is back to inform and entertain us, this time with: 'Formality and Disorder - 

Architectural Arts and Crafts Gardens in S.E. England'.  It was the fashion for architects and 

artists to turn their hands to garden design. Gertrude Jekyll was one of these, as 1912 colour 

photographs of Munstead Wood and Gravetye Manor will demonstrate. Influenced by 17th 

century gardens, contemporary colour theory and the nature of light, these innovators developed 

a geometric framework of walls, pergolas and clipped hedges, contained water in basins, tanks, 

canals and rills, and controlled vistas in which newly introduced plants crept, bulged and 

pointed.  The results are remarkable and continue to be much admired. 

 

(Committee members each bring a plate or two of canapés to the Spring Meeting.  We should be 
very grateful to anyone else who could also bring a contribution.) 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

SSSSUMMER DRINKS & CANAPES PARTYUMMER DRINKS & CANAPES PARTYUMMER DRINKS & CANAPES PARTYUMMER DRINKS & CANAPES PARTY        Friday Friday Friday Friday 4444thththth    July July July July     7.00 pm 7.00 pm 7.00 pm 7.00 pm ––––    9.00 pm9.00 pm9.00 pm9.00 pm    

 
To be held in the garden of the To be held in the garden of the To be held in the garden of the To be held in the garden of the HaslemereHaslemereHaslemereHaslemere    EducEducEducEducational Museumational Museumational Museumational Museum, , , , 

weather permitting, indoors if wet.  This relaxed evening is a good weather permitting, indoors if wet.  This relaxed evening is a good weather permitting, indoors if wet.  This relaxed evening is a good weather permitting, indoors if wet.  This relaxed evening is a good 

oppoppoppopportunity to meet other members of the Society in delightful ortunity to meet other members of the Society in delightful ortunity to meet other members of the Society in delightful ortunity to meet other members of the Society in delightful 

surroundings.surroundings.surroundings.surroundings.    Guests welcomeGuests welcomeGuests welcomeGuests welcome        tootootootoo, , , ,     particularly potential membersparticularly potential membersparticularly potential membersparticularly potential members    !!!!        

    

Tickets are £Tickets are £Tickets are £Tickets are £10101010.00.00.00.00    per person.  Please detach the form from the per person.  Please detach the form from the per person.  Please detach the form from the per person.  Please detach the form from the 

enclosed flyer and send it with a enclosed flyer and send it with a enclosed flyer and send it with a enclosed flyer and send it with a cccchequehequehequeheque    and and and and SAESAESAESAE    to: to: to: to:     

The TreThe TreThe TreThe Treasurer, Mrs Julie Stark (01428asurer, Mrs Julie Stark (01428asurer, Mrs Julie Stark (01428asurer, Mrs Julie Stark (01428----656 000) 656 000) 656 000) 656 000)     by by by by Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday 18181818thththth    JuneJuneJuneJune....    

    

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

ANNUAL OUTING BY COACH:  Tuesday 2nd September 

Eton College Tour, Beaconsfield on Market Day and Bekonscot Model Village  
 

Leave Haslemere at 8.45 am and Beaconsfield for home at 4.45 pm. First a one hour guided 

tour of historic Eton College, including the 15th century schoolroom, then to old Beaconsfield, a 

delightful small town with a good choice of places for lunch, as well as its large weekly market. 

After lunch a visit to nearby Bekonscot, the renowned and captivating model village. This day is 

planned to appeal to most ages and we look forward to welcoming members, non-members, and 

children over 6 years old.  Tickets (at cost) are £24.50 for adults and £17.50 for children, to 

include coach (with loo!), guided tour of College and entry to Bekonscot Model Village.   

 

Please detach the form from the enclosed flyer and send it with a cheque and SAE to:  

Diana C Serman (01428-654 681) by Saturday 16th August. 
 


